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Home isn’t just a place. It’s a feeling — the people, moments, and
memories that give life meaning. It’'s where we grow roots, laugh
freely, take chances, bend the rules a little, and feel known.
It’s where we belong.
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As this year comes to a close, | keep thinking about the faces and moments that made 2025 so
special — the laughter echoing through our Socials, the quiet confidence that appears when
someone tries something new, and the simple joy of friends greeting each other like family. With
more than 1,000 interactions between members, families, and community partners, this year
became a living picture of BELONGING.

And when those moments replay in my mind, | also think of YOU.

You've been part of this journey in such a personal way — showing up at events, sending
encouragement, offering guidance, and giving generously to keep ourHOME moving forward. | am
deeply grateful, and | don’t take a single bit of that for granted. Your support has mattered more
than you know.

BECAUSE OF YOU...

® ourHOME reached more adults than ever before
® People who once felt unseen found real community
® Belonging came to life

This marks a major step toward providing long-term stability, independence, and community. And
this is only the beginning. The coming year holds two major priorities - expanding ourHOME
Socials and opening the doors of our duplex to our first residents.

Both are essential pieces of our mission — and both require strong support. Though members pay a
small fee for socials and future residents will pay rent, these contributions cover only a portion of

the costs to build safe, accessible, quality community spaces and housing.

THANK YOU. Your generosity helps us fill the gaps and keeps everything affordable for families.
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empower BELONG' NG Isolation should never be the norm. More than 68%

of adults with disabilities are experiencing

build COMMUN'TY loneliness. ourHOME is addressing this epidemic by

building more than a home - we’re building
interdependent communities for adults with diverse
developmental differences to promote
INDEPENDENCE, foster BELONGING and honor the
DIGNITY of each unique person.

CREATING CONNECTIONS

Last year, we launched a series of Sunday night gatherings hoping to
meet potential residents for the ourHOME duplex. The community’s
response changed everything. From our first gathering, it was clear
that we were addressing a need for social connection just as profound
as the need for housing. This year, we committed to weekly ourHOME
Socials, a program to create community where there had been isolation.

REACHING THE COMMUNITY

Many adults with developmental differences lose access to services and
social supports after completing high school and college - a time
referred to as “the cliff” - disconnecting them from friends and
community. ourHOME is reaching this overlooked group and bringing
them together through social, housing and educational opportunities.
This year we tripled our membership and continue to see new faces
every week!

INDEPENDENT HOUSING

The heart of our mission continues to be developing independent
living options for adults with intellectual and developmental

disabilities. In February 2024, we acquired a duplex in the
heart of Homewood through the generous support of our

donors. We're making fantastic progress on
renovations and preparations to create a home
for future residents.




What YOU made possible in 2025
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CONNECTIONS

40+

VOLUNTEERS

meaningful
interactions through
socials, outings, and
weekly gatherings

volunteers of all ages
helped lay sod and
prepare the duplex
yard to host socials

community members
came out to
celebrate ourHOME
at the 2025
Mustache Bash

member participation
nearly tripled because
people feel safe,
celebrated, and included

3x

created a dedicated
space for ourHOME
Socials and started

renovations on the
COMMUNITY duplex

nearly all individuals
who attended an
ourHOME Social
returned at least once
and 60% of members
attended multiple times
each month

95%

RETURN RATE

2026
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Looking ahead - next year brings a major
milestone for ourHOME! By April, the
ourHOME duplex in Homewood will be
ready for move-in. We’re working to
equip the house with technology and

features that enable independence for
adults living with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. Join us as we
get ready for move-in day!



THANK YOU
to our leadership and board members!
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Amanda Owens Josh Firth Lauren Leach Andrew Folmar

Founder & Board President Secretary Treasurer
Executive Director
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Ethan Smith Mary Rose Sallese Hank Powers Laura Fiveash
Director of PH.D. Board Member DRPH, RD
Operations Board Member Board Member

YOUR GENEROSITY helps build spaces for community
where everyone is seen, celebrated and belongs.
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DONATE BY CHECK ourHOME
. , P.O. Box 590087
Mail checks made payableto e » Birmingham, AL
ourHOME to: 35259
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